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the world, The problem of industrial development
in China has its practical significance, but has never
been studied intensively with a full knowledge of the
social organization of the village. Moreover, in this
village an experiment at industrial reform has been
made during the past ten years. The social reform
activities are of great relevance to the social changes in
China ; they should be carefully analysed in an objec-
tive way. It is possible that through such an analysis
certain important but hitherto unnoticed problems may
be revealed,

(2)  Kaihsienkung is located in an area where, owing
to  superb  natural  resources,  agriculture  has  been
developed to a very high degree.   The institution of
land tenure also has here peculiar elaborations.   The
village would provide a good field for the study of
land problems in China.

(3)  The extensive use of water communication in
that region, with its net-like distribution of water ways,
has led to a special relation between town and village,
\vhich is different from that found in North China.
We are thus able to study a typical case of a marketing
system based on water transport,

Besides these considerations, I had special facilities
in investigating this village. My investigation had to
be limited to a period of two months. It would have
been impossible in this short time to carry out any
intensive study, if I had worked in an entirely un-
familiar field. Kaihsienkung is a village belonging to
the district of Wukiang of which I am a native, I
thus started with certain linguistic advantages. Differ-
ences in Chinese dialect is one of the practical difficulties
in carrying out field investigation. The people in
villages usually cannot understand any other dialect